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The Cases of Sally and Erin
In the event of a birth, babies usually start to develop and learn communication skills such as verbal and non -verbal, which aids them in the latter days of their lives. Autism Spectrum Disorder is a disorder that affects developing babies, especially in their early stages. The disorder has great impacts on a child, especially in physical health and communication. The early onset communication skills that would help in the language development in babies, both healthy and with the disorder, are; searching and listening, giggling, and a combined focus (Therrien et al., 2016).). These pre-language skills are very significant as they give the foundation to interpretation and communication.
Smiling is a very important pre-verbal skill that has an emotional impact on babies. Giggling to babies by adults promotes socialization more and more since it is extra rewarding to communicate when you receive an immediate response (Machado, 2015). A child can giggle within six weeks after birth. To children with autism spectrum disorder, smiling may help develop good social behavior as these children tend to be preoccupied with following a schedule. As a result, the babies will adopt smiling not only to their guardians but also to the other kids. 
When a child is born, they start to practice listening and observing, which are great skills in verbal communication. The children start engaging in communication by looking at their mum's faces, therefore, developing eye contact. Listening is one of the fundamental building blocks of language acquisition and one of the primary drivers for children's development, particularly in the early years of schooling. Through observations, babies are capable of learning their guardian's behaviors or movements during communication. 
Another important communication skill that aids in language development is combined focus. It refers to a baby's ability to follow another person's focus of attention while also directing their attention toward their area of interest. Since babies with ASD tend to avoid interacting with others, they could easily interrupt through combined focus where they could easily see what they are doing then do them independently. As the child's verbal skills develop, all of these nonverbal skills will improve. Throughout all language learning, nonverbal and verbal communication skills are intertwined.
Sally and Erin do not possess any common pre-verbal communication skills, but they have vast differences. One characteristic of either Sally or Erin contradicts the other's characteristics. Their characteristics are in a positive-negative relation, where if one has a positive feature, then automatically, the other will have a negative feature. For example, we can say that Erin has positive features in pre-verbal skills while Sally has slightly negative skills.
The first difference between Sally and Erin is that it is quite more challenging to understand Sally than Erin. Erin's case clearly shows that she's easy to understand by both familiar and unfamiliar individuals. The difference can be attributed to the joint focus skill in pre-verbal communication. Secondly, the two girls differ in the skill of eye contact. Sally makes eye contact rarely, while Erin uses eye contact more often. Thirdly, the girls differ in expressions of feelings. Sally finds it much difficult to express herself as compared to Erin.  
Sally faces several social interaction skills. Firstly, she has inadequate words to express herself and, in many scenarios, she uses non-verbal communication. Secondly, Sally has difficulty paying attention to others. She struggles to understand what others are involved in. Sally engages in parallel plays with her peers limiting interaction with her agemates (Fuller & Kaiser, 2020). A good example of joint interaction between Sally and her peers is the back-and-forth nature of communication. In symbol use, she could climb, reach or open a compartment if she needs something, also indicating communication intent.
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